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almost to death, at last deserted him, have been sung
not only by great Prussian generals, but by Liberal
Imperialists in France and in Great Britain* The sacred
duty of obedience to the Conscription was inculcated by
the ecclesiastical parasites of the Napoleonic regime,
and the modern European police state has borrowed this
fundamental institution from the First Empire* It is
the pride of the German professor, and the glory of
writers and rulers who mistake patriotism for the sub-
jection of the individual to the state* A contemporary
English writer, who surveyed the system in 1809,
observed: " The grand characteristic of the present
administration of France is relentless inflexibility* A
host of informers secures the fidelity of the executive
officers* Cases of the most signal and barbarous rigour
crowd all the daily gazettes of the Empire and even the
journals of Paris, into which they are compulsively and
awkwardly thrust, in order that the quickening impulse
of fear may be propagated through the entire mass of
servitude*" One of the advantages attributed to Con-
scription, as to other forms of slavery, is its cheapness*
This fallacy needs no refutation* Slavery is the least
prosperous form of industrial organisation* Unpaid
labour is notoriously dear* Nations burdened by Con-
scription are forced to accumulate debt even in times of
peace* In France it was enormously costly, but the
estates of the great landowners were confiscated, and
so the poor peasants, who formed the vast majority of
the French nation, receiving land for blood, endured it
patiently for a time* Those who had any money were
allowed to pay for a substitute if they could find one*
As to the confiscation of the estates, an English critic
could not help contemplating with strong sympathy